Education

It’s Priceless

Malcolm Forbes once said, “Education’s purpose is to replace an empty mind with an open one.” I first read this statement years ago, while still in Jr. High school. Needless to say that it means much more to me now then it did then. Nevertheless it really stuck with me when I heard it. Education has always been a big part of my life. I grew up with It all around me. Now it will be forever in my future. But when I think of these words, I start to think about my education. Do I have an open mind? Or an empty mind? And am I available for new thought like this statement suggests?  

In order to accomplish this, it is important to make and keep goals. But unfortunately not all goals that are set are achieved. In my experience, I have found that to make a goal is futile unless you have some things behind you to stand with you, back you up, and motivate you. I cannot count the times that I have tried to make a goal, only to find it months later abandoned, unachieved and forgotten. In most cases when this happens it is because I lacked the motivation and support to achieve the goal. So what makes a goal attainable? How can I change my habits in life to achieve this goal? And primarily, what makes my educational goals I’ve attempted, but failed to achieve different from the rest? 

I think in order to answer the above named questions, you must first have a brief background into the life and events which have brought me to this place in my life right now. One of my first vivid memories of my childhood was playing “school” with my big sister. We would take turns being the “student” and the “teacher.” The teacher would give assignments, and the student would receive grades and homework. Looking back, I understand that it was modeled after the California School system quite well, at least for two children making it all up. I believe that this experience had a huge impact on my now present outlook on education. It instilled in me three very important things. 1) A love for learning, teaching and most of all education itself. 2) Respect for teaching and teachers. 3) Discipline and worth ethic in terms of school and learning. 

When I grew out of the “playing school” stage of my life. I didn’t really look back. Or at least not until recently. When I was about half-way through high school. I had a series of experiences which eventually led me to my current path. It was then that I went back to my childhood years and playing school with my sister. I asked myself several questions: why did we want to play that game? Out of all the things we could’ve done to fill the time, why would we want to go back to school when we didn’t even have to? My answer to that question surprised me at first, because back then it wasn’t nearly what I’d expected. I didn’t even realize that these were my true feelings. The answer to those questions, the reason why we liked to do homework for fun was not so we could just get another grade like in real school, it was because we liked giving the assignments and grades. We liked being the teacher. It was fun for us. 

I believe that this monumental realization sparked what eventually became my goal, passion, love for teaching. I have been making goals for most of my life. I am the kind of person that needs to have organization and structure. I have to have something to work towards. I need discipline and motivation.

I think that this was one of my earlier goals.  That is one of the reasons that makes this goal different from the others. I have a huge support system behind me, motivating me to do my best. My family and friends have always wanted the best for me, and they support me in everything I do. 

I have a lot of educational goals. Some long term, some short. The short ones tent to lead up to the longer ones. Eventually I want to obtain my Master’s Degree in Education, and I know that it will take a lot to get there. That is why I have made several shorter ones to help me chart the path to success. Smaller goals include keeping up my grades, getting involved in extra curricular activities, and setting “rules” for myself: things I must do at school and in class. 

Aside from entering the education field as a professional teacher, I plan to put my knowledge and educational background to use in my personal life as well. I plan to be a wife and a mother some day. Education is more than just securing a degree. It is about learning to be the best person possible. That is the type of education that drives me to want to learn more. The kind of education that I seek is the kind that will take me beyond that little piece of paper and gold seal. I want to find information that will help me throughout life. As a wife I need to learn skills such as how to run a household, cook, clean, and budget. As a mother I need to sew, discipline, manage and parent. These are skills that are not just learned in a classroom. They must be tried, tested, and put into action. They are learned from life. 
I want to be the best teacher that I can be. I want to be able to handle every situation that comes my way. I want to leave no stone unturned in finding the best way to present my information to my students. In a nutshell, I want to be the perfect teacher. I don’t want any of my students to have to leave my class with unanswered questions. Now I realize that this may not seem practical to you, but I assure you that I am not trying to be practical. That is the ultimate goal here, perfection. Perfection is the place where I eventually want to be. The perfect teacher, the perfect student. And with your help I can get there. I know I can. 
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Education is considered a key to success. Describe your educational goals, and how you plan to apply your knowledge, skills, and educational experiences to your personal and processional life. 











